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DATE: September 24, 2007 
 

MILITARY AMPUTEE TEAM TO RUN AT THE 2007 ARMY TEN-MILER 

“We are proud to continue to represent our fellow amputees.” 

 WASHINGTON, DC – The 23rd 

Annual Army Ten-Miler, America’s 

largest 10-mile race, attracts 26,000 

runners from all over the world to run a 

course that starts and finishes at the 

Pentagon and passes through DC. 

Participation in the Army’s premier 

event holds significant meaning to 

Soldiers and civilians alike. One group 

of special interest is “Missing Parts in 

Action” (MPIA). This group is made up 

of military amputees as well as their 

physical therapists and this year’s race will have the largest participation rate of MPIA runners since the team’s 

debut in 2004. The five military amputee teams and their support are from Walter Reed Army Medical Center 

(WRAMC), Brook Army Medical Center (BAMC), Fort Sam Houston, TX, and San Diego Naval Medical 

Center (SDNMC). While the names of the team members change from year to year, these Soldiers’ strength, 

courage, and morale remain unwavering.  

  MPIA Team Captain, Major David Rozelle, is a prime example of what these soldiers can 

accomplish. Major Rozelle lost his right foot to an anti-tank mine in June 2003. After nine months of grueling 

rehabilitation, Rozelle was declared fit for duty and took command of the 3rd Armored Cavalry headquarters unit 

only one year after he lost his foot. He is the first amputee in recent military history to resume a dangerous 

command in the field.  

Major Rozelle’s current assignment finds him back at Walter Reed as the Administrator for the 

Amputee Care Center. Major Rozelle serves as both a mentor and an inspiration to the wounded soldiers at 

Walter Reed. Not only has he volunteered numerous hours as a disabled ski and snowboard instructor’s assistant 

and demonstrator he has also finished an Ironman Triathlon. 
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 “It is hard to believe that we are on our fourth year for this Missing Parts in Action Team.  Each year we 

have grown.  Our first year is was just a few of us, our second was twelve, and last year we doubled to twenty-

four.  This year we will make our strongest showing yet with thirty and will represent all three centers.  We are 

proud to continue to represent our fellow amputees.” 

Other team members have unique stories too.  Ed Salau, a medically retired 1Lieutenant from the Army 

National Guard had an above-the-knee amputation after being hit in Iraq by a Rocket Propelled Grenade (RPG) 

in 2004. He currently serves as the East Coast Director of the Wounded Warrior Project which provides 

programs and services to enrich wounded Soldiers’ lives by way of sports. For Ed, seeing last year’s MPIA team 

prepare to run the Army Ten-Miler was what inspired him to become part of this year’s team. This will be not 

only his first Army Ten-Miler but also his first 10-mile run. 

1Lieutenant Ivan Castro, a former weapons sergeant in a Special Forces Group, currently on active duty, 

was injured in Iraq in September, 2006. Although 1LT Castro lost his right eye, is blinded in his left eye, and 

had his right index finger amputated, the injuries he sustained have not interfered with his desire to run with 

MPIA. 1LT Castro will be running in this year’s race tethered to his training partner from Fort Bragg. 

 Captain Wesley Knight, an active duty Army officer who has had a partial hand amputation, feels that 

he is not faced with as many challenges as his teammates in training for the Army Ten-Miler. However, because 

bone was removed from his hip to replace bone that was missing in his hand, his overall physical conditioning 

was set back. This will be Captain Knight’s first Army Ten-Miler and he feels that this will give him the 

opportunity to represent not only the Army but also his friends currently serving in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Captain Elizabeth Painter is a physical therapist and currently assigned as Chief, Amputee Physical 

Therapy Section at Walter Reed Army Medical Center.  She will run alongside the teams and can attest to the 

fact that for each Wounded Warrior who has fought on through pain and frustration, discouragement and 

physical setbacks, reaching the day of the Army Ten-Miler and running the race is a profound victory. 

Race weekend opportunities to interview the members of Missing Parts in Action Team include 

the Army Ten-Miler Press Conference on Friday, Oct. 5, 1:30 p.m. at the Crystal Gateway Marriott, 

TANDBERG Interactive Zone, Arlington Ballroom.    

There is Start line photo op on race day, Oct. 7, at 7:50 a.m. as all of MPIA take off as a group and/or 

immediately after the race in the media tent area.  

To schedule an interview, please contact Roxana Hoveyda at 202-685-4820 or Shaunteh Kelley at 202-685-

3603. Visit our website at: http://www.armytenmiler.com/Stories/index.cfm for media credential information.  

 

About the Army Ten-Miler  
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The 23rd edition of America's largest 10-mile running event takes place on Sunday, Oct. 7 in 

Washington, DC.  The Association of the US Army (AUSA) and KBR are the co-lead sponsors for this year’s 

event. This Army tradition attracts over 26,000 runners, of varying experience, from around the world to run a 

course that starts and finishes at the Pentagon and passes such national landmarks as the Lincoln Memorial, the 

Washington Monument and the Capitol. Known for its organizational excellence and American heroes - the 

Army Ten-Miler is an event to be experienced. 

Race weekend activities including the Race Expo presented by New Balance, featuring over 50 vendors, 

fitness clinics, the Press Conference presented by TANDBERG, and new this year, the TANDBERG Interactive 

Zone. The Expo and all included activities are free and open to the public. Race day features the Health Net 

Federal Services Youth Runs, the 94.7 the Globe Post Race Party with bands, entertainment and a live broadcast 

and HOOAH Tents representing Army installations from around the world.  Families will enjoy the Health Net 

Federal Services Youth Activity Zone, interactive inflatables, Army racing displays, the GEICO Gecko, unique 

sports experience the Hill, and much more. Proceeds from the Army Ten-Miler go to support soldier and soldier 

family Morale, Welfare, and Recreation (MWR) programs. For more information on DC’s premier running 

event, visit www.armytenmiler.com. 
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